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Book Review

Punita Gupta (PhD Scholar)*
Gender and Sexuality in IndiaSelling sex in Chennai

Introduction
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Price 28pound,Total pages 161ISBN13:9787-415-53356-0 (pbk)

This book is based on the intensive ethnographic fieldwork in Chennai
(India).Analysis is rooted in the data; the voices of sex workers
(femaleywhoare viewed as subjects who negotiate the time-and space-
specific contexts that they live in.As inter/national data reveals that India
is one amongst the countrics who has high numbers of HIV&
STDscarricr, global agencies have their focus on it and providing huge
money to fund public health intervention programmes.A category
amongst the High-risk groups is of female sex workers. Authorfound it
difficult to research female sex workersdue to prevailing secrecy and
shame around woman;her body and sexualityandnceded a translator all
the time to understand the narrations and other verbal transactions.

Author was able to capture the fragmented voices of these women.
Rejectedand ostracized status of these women keep them in periphery
and invisibility. It would not be an exaggeration that female sex workers
are deprived of almost all the gender empowerment policy and
programmes despite knowing and acknowledging the fact that these are
one of the most vulnerablecategories.Not only the physical health but
also the mental health, demands attention and contouring in public health
maps. This book argues that (i)the everyday lives of sex workers are
hidden and under wraps (many have violent realities)(ii) debates on
control and prevention take much of attention in the framing of policics
subsequently which result in to ineffective and skewed scrutiny (iii)
medicalised view of the disease does not consider social aspects of being
into that work.

who are able to negotiate the conditions of oppressi

discourses,structures of patriarchy and stigma on prostitution thi
surround them to various degrees, and not as essentialised
victim(p.6)".Sariola claims that the book is a study of how oppression
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can co-exist in the lives of sex workers in contemporary
we in the inferior social position in all domains of power in
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