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13
Hijacked Subaltern Voices in V. S.
paul's Half a Life and Magic Seeds

Sunita Dhankhar

6ﬁen been accused of being the voice of the west, and
athetlc to the plight of the former colonial world; in
g aim is to analyze Naipaul and his ability as writer to
ﬂi the surface and emerge as the voice of the subaltern.
m in reading and interpreting Naipaul is caused by the
ises from what readers and critics expect him to
hat he writ es. This is the view point of a 'burdened'
' desires to

to impose and restrict the writer in his
g mterpi’giahon and delineation of the complex,
ional and diverse postcolonial world. This has led to
a writer who is unsympathetic in his
lonial reality. This placing of the writer in
1 context and binding him based on
ric or cultural background limits the
novels. To let his background negotiate into

will lead to a tainting of the experience of

‘Understanding Naipaul is a matter of
rizing, looking subjectively as he does,
y, as many of his critics claim to do.”

itwe find that the two novels Halfa Life and
1 characters that claim to be the voice of the
ters occupy the dominant narrative space,



