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Two day national seminar on „Hybrid Library Resources and Readability Challenges and 

Opportunities‟ was organised by Aditi Mahavidyalaya, University of Delhi in collaboration 

with Katha Manch, Delhi on March 20-21, 2024. The venue of the seminar was Aditi 

Mahavidyalaya. This seminar was funded by Raj Rammohun Roy Library Foundation, 

Ministry of Culture, Government of India. 

 

The subthemes of the seminar were following: 

Opportunities and challenges of developing hybrid library resources; 

Managing strategies of hybrid library resources; 

Acquisition strategies of hybrid library resources; 

Library interface with modern ICT technology and use of AI, Machine Learning and 

Bigdata; 

Readability as a pedagogical tool  

Integrating readability with curriculum 

Compatibility of readability and content generation 

 

The seminar focussed upon above subthemes and beyond. Many important deliberations on 

subthemes and related areas took place during paper presentations by presenters. The Chief 

Guest, keynote speakers, distinguished guests and resource persons gave important insights 

on seminar topic and related areas. 

 



The objectives of the Seminar were following: 

 To understand challenges in developing hybrid library resources and find possible 

solutions; 

 To explore strategies used for making users aware of hybrid library resources; 

 To address issues pertaining to readability; 

 To establish a connect between readability and curriculum; 

To apply latest AI, Machine Learning and Big data to tap relevant and authentic 

information from internet. 

 

 

 

Seminar Organising Committee consisted of following: 

Library Committee & IQAC 

 

Patron: Prof Mamta Sharma, Principal Aditi Mahavidyalaya, Univesity of Delhi 

 

Coordinators: Dr. Punita Gupta Convenor Library Committee and Mr. Vijay Kumar 

Founder Chairperson Katha Manch, Delhi. 

 

Co-coordinators: Dr. Poonam Yadav Co- Convenor Library Committee and Prof. Rashmi 

Sharma Member Library Committee 

 

Team members:  Dr. Anita Beniwal, Dr. Manish Vats, Dr. Ritu Khatri, Ms. Alka Verma, 

Ms. Manisha Pal, Dr. Rakesh Choudhary, Dr Gomti, library Staff and Student volunteers 

 



 



                                                    Day 1 March20, 2024 

Inaugural Session 

Inaugural session started with lightening of lamp, welcome song and facilitation of 

distinguished guests and resource persons. The welcome speech was delivered by Prof 

Mamta Sharma, Principal Aditi Mahavidyalaya, Univesity of Delhi. The Key Note address on 

this occasion was given by Mr. Vijay Kumar , Chairperson Katha Manch, Delhi. 

 

 

 

 



 

Business session started with following presentation: 

(a) Ms. Arpna Founder Chenab Hills ‘KitabGhar’ Jammu and Kashmir.  She 

showcased how a small library in Shiva village of Doda District was established initially 

for children, which later on started catering all age groups i.e. small children, young  and 

elderly people. Gradually „KitabGhar‟ became hub of activities, like computer training, 

environmental awareness, skill development, etc. 

Chenab Hills “KitabGhar” established in November,2020 in a hilly village near the 

Chinab River at district Doda of Jammu and Kashmir. The project focuses on 

inculcating the reading habits and introducing alternative ways of teaching-learning to 

the population living in the vicinity.  Initially the focus was young kids and 

adolescence girls. In 2021 the project expanded and an alternative school also came 

into existence. Here the youngest participants are kids of 3 years age. In the teaching-

learning process they start with stories, poems and exposure to number of books. The 

children engage in various activities and experiences, aimed at holistic learning, 

including learning of four languages i.e. Hindi, Urdu, English and Bhaderwahi(local 

language). Despite being small in scale, KitabGhar offers an unconventional approach 

to education, surpassing traditional expectations by providing rich learning 

experiences. 

This presentation was followed by question-answers session, which was very 

interactive and highlighted many relevant issues. 

 

 



(b) Joint Presentation by Mr. Murari Jha and Mr. Chandan Jha on the topic ‘Building 

Bridges through Books: Read with a Teacher’ 

Mr. Murari Jha, a Fulbright Teaching Excellence and Achievement (FTEA) 

alumnus of the Department of State, USA, is presently serving as a social science 

teacher at DoE. He is also a visiting faculty at Delhi Teacher University. He is an 

alumnus of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai. 

Mr. Chandan Jha, a science Teacher, presently serving as a Mentor Teacher at DoE. 

He is also a visiting faculty at Delhi Teacher University. He is an alumnus of the CIE, 

University of Delhi. 

 "Read with a Teacher" emerges from intense engagement with school education for over  a 

decade. Gradually, it was realized that teachers don't read, and even if they do, they don't read 

education literature. How can a community grow and develop a common identity as 

professionals if they are not creating and engaging with literature? Through this platform, we 

celebrate the joy of reading education literature. Over the last three years, they have 

organized around 50 reading sessions, mostly in virtual mode. 

This initiative has connected thousands of teachers and stakeholders in education from 

around the globe, fostering dialogue, encouraging professional growth, and furthering our 

collective mission to deliver excellent education. Over the past three years, this community 

has pored over 50 diverse and impactful books, each one expanding our understanding of 

education and inspiring new pedagogical ideas. By an estimate, even if only 10 people read 

each book, investing 20 hours per book, that's an astounding collective effort of 10,000 

hours! This figure is a testament to the commitment, dedication, and passion of our 

educational community and it demonstrates the transformative power of collective reading 

and learning. Mr. Murari Jha and Mr. Chandan Jha hope that it will serve as an invaluable 

resource for teachers and education scholars, sparking further discussions, expanding 

horizons, and encouraging deeper engagement within the field. After the presentation there 

was interactive question answer session. Many questions from participants were taken up and 

answered by resource persons. 

 

 



(c)Experience sharing from Umang Democratic School, Gannaur, Sonipat, Haryana 

 

The presentation was done by Mr. Mukesh Digani, the founder of Umang Democratic 

School (UDS), Ms. Ananya President, Students Council (UDS) and Ms. Cheshta 

Opposition leader Student Council (UDS). Mr. Digani presented the overall 

functioning of school, where the democratic values were always kept at core. Role of 

students, teachers and principals were clearly defined. All were equal and there was 

no power structure. Any challenge faced in the school is generally taken up in daily 

meetings in a democratic way. All stake holders whether students or teachers or 

Principal had equal say. There is no hierarchy of any sort at any level. All teachers, 

students and Principal do daily chorus of school. The maintenance of cleanliness and 

hygiene is responsibility of all.  Mr. Digani said if anyone visit school they may be 

surprised to see student sitting on the chair of Principal. Children of this school are 

first generation learner hailing from migrant poor families. The alternative education 

mode is adopted in the school. Students are taught core subjects like language, natural 

science, social science, mathematics etc. Apart from this they gave training of music, 

self-defence, theatre, yoga through various workshops. School also conducts various 

activities to dispel black magic myths. 

 

Ms. Ananya and Ms. Chesta shared their experience of election being democratically 

conducted in school. Candidate had to present their vision in front of school 

community, which includes teachers, students and Principal.  On the basis of the 

vision presented and how it is going to help in improving the school the President of 

school is elected. All stake holders including teachers and Principal have equal vote 

value.After the presentation there was question-answer session. Resource persons 

answered the queries raised by the participants. 

 

 



 

Post Lunch Session 

(d)Post lunch session started with presentation by Mr. Aditya Kumar, B.Tech. CSE 

(AIML), University of Petrolieum and Energy Studies (UPES), Dehradun Uttrakhand, India 

on the topic ‘Transforming Library Interfaces with Modern ICT: Utilizing AI ML and 

Big Data’. Mr. Kumar said that libraries are leading the way in a digital shift, driven by the 

integration of modern Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools. These 

advancements extend beyond merely digitizing collections; they entail a fundamental 

reimagining of library services and user interactions. During presentation he explored how 

libraries utilize Artificial Intelligance (AI), Machine Learning (ML), Big Data analytics, and 

pedagogical tools to enhance learning experiences for users, thereby redefining their role in 

the digital age.This presentation was followed by question-answer session in an interactive 

mode. 

 

 

 

(e)Workshop by Katha Manch Kurkshetra Team (Haryana) under the leadership of Mr. 

Virendra and Mr. Rahul Nagpal. 

This team gave a performance „Dafly Sang Samwad‟, which raised various social 

issues including gender biased. The performance was interactive, which involved 

participants to sing. This group did a theatre workshop with students in which they 

were involved in real question-answer mode with father and daughter. The real 

argument between two were performed which reflected the restriction imposed on 

girls by the family in their free movement, studies, etc.  

 



The team also conducted various activities of games with the participants. 

 

 

 

Finally vote of thanks was given by Dr Poonam Yadav Coordinator of this event and co 

convener of library committee of the college. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    Day 2 March21, 2024 

Inaugural Session 

Inaugural session started with lightening of lamp, university kulgeet followed by college 

kulgeet and felicitation of the invited guests and speakers. Opening of the abstract booklet 

was done .Dr. Punita Gupta (Convener Library Committee and organiser of the seminar cum 

workshop recited the famous poem of Late Md. Safdar Hazmi „kitaabein kuch kahna chaahti 

hai…’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Prof. Dr. Mamta Sharma, the principal, gave the welcome speech. Her talk focused on the 

value of reading and writing for pupils and how it fosters the development of stronger 

communication and creative skills. She emphasized the complete personality development 

that comes from reading well. 

 

 
 

 

Mr. Vijay Kumar, the Katha Manch Chairperson, discussed the seminar's scope. He reiterated 

the clearly defined goals and the ways in which these two days of discussion would benefit 

teachers, students, librarians, and readers.  

To understand challenges in developing hybrid library resources and find possible solutions; 

To explore strategies used for making users aware of hybrid library resources; 



To address issues pertaining to readability; 

To establish a connect between readability and curriculum; 

To apply latest AI, Machine Learning and Big data in tapping relevant and authentic  

information from internet 

 

  

Prof. Ravinder Kumar, Chair of the College's Governing Body, Dean of the Cultural Council 

University, and Head of the Punjabi Department at the University of Delhi, presided over the 

session. During his presentation, he talked about some of his college and early childhood 

recollections as well as the importance of books in life. He used several traditional Punjabi 

texts to demonstrate his thought process. 

 

 
 



The Chief Guest of the University of Delhi's Faculty of Law, Prof. Rajani Abbi, Proctor, 

delivered the presidential address. Prof. Abbi spoke mostly about young people's involvement 

in nation-building and the role that reading well plays in it. 

 

 

 

 
 Prof. K. P. Singh, the keynote speaker, discussed libraries and readability. He is the Director 

of Gandhi Bhawan, University of Delhi, and a professor in the department of library and 

information science at the University of Delhi, Treasurer College Governing Body. He 

included allusions to Puranic and Vedic texts in order to help students grasp the significance 

of reading and writing as well as the old customs. The discussion was lively and 

participatory.  

 

 

 



Prof. Neelam Rathi, who coordinates the IQAC, discussed the significance of these talks for 

academic institutions. 

 

 
 

A vote of gratitude by Prof Rashmi Sharma, co coordinator of the event and member library 

committee concluded the session. 

 

 
 

Following a brief intermission for refreshments, the paper presenters were split up into two 

rooms: the conference room and the college main auditorium. In parallel technical sessions, 

Mr. Vijay Kumar for faculty and Prof Neenu Kumar for Researchers and Prof. Sandhya 

Vatsyayana for the undergraduate and post graduate student presenters served as moderators. 

37 presenters including faculty, research scholars, librarians and undergraduate and post 

graduate students delivered 23 research papers at the two locations. Sevan Universities and 

Institutions, three departments from the University of Delhi, two departments from West 

Bengal and Uttrakhand, librarians from colleges, research scholars, MA MEd, MLiSc, 

BTech, BElED,and honors geography students gave presentations on a range of topics linked 

to libraries and reading. 



 

 
 

 

 



The post-lunch special lecture on Swadhyaya: The Art of Awareness and the Role of Hybrid 

Libraries in Raising Awareness was given by Prof. Rajesh Kumar, Professor of Practice, 

Yoga expert, Manav Rachna Institute of International Research and Studies.   

 

 

 

Professor Ajay Pratap Singh. Director General of National Library of India, Ministry 

of Culture of India and Government of India was the guest of honor for the Valedictory 

session. Professor Singh highlighted the Indian library concepts of ancient times and the 

developments over the years and the role of technology in libraries and emerging concepts of 

e- libraries and e-books and how readers access these resources. 

 

 



College inaugurated its human library during the Valedictory.  

 

 

Overwhelming feedback was received from the participants (students and teachers) on both 

days. On the first day, 150 registered participants participated in the workshop, and 

on the second day, more than 200 participants participated in the paper presentations.2 days 

National Seminar cum workshop ended with vote of thanks. 

 

 



The outcome of two days seminar is following: 

(a) Abstract booklet of seminar got published 

(b) Post seminar book is under process 

(c) Recommendation for promoting Hybrid Library Resources and Readability may 

be made 

List of Papers : 

Seri

al 

No 

Name  course Institute 

affiliation 

Title of the paper 

 Ankita 

Bhattacharjee 

 

Aakriti Gupta 

 

MA 

Sociology  

 

M.Sc. 

Mathematics 

Education 

 

 

 

 

Ambedkar 

University 

Delhi 

Meta 

University 

(University 

of Delhi and 

Jamia Millia 

Islamia 

Remodeling Libraries: Distantiation 

To Connection 

 

(paper presented) 

2 Manisha Dash 

  

  

 

MA 

Sociology 

 

 Ambedkar 

University, 

Delhi  

 

Opportunities and challenges in 

developing hybrid library 

(paper presented) 

 

3 Chetna, 

Niharika 

Bhimani, Riya  

School 

teachers   

Ambedkar 

University, 

Delhi  

 

Exploring the visible and invisible 

areas in the teaching and  learning 

process of reading  

(paper presented) 

 

4 Aditya Kumar 

 

B tech 

CSE(AIML)  

Final year. 

University of 

Petroleum 

And Energy 

Studies, 

Dehradun 

 

Transforming Library Interfaces with 

Modern ICT: Utilizing AI ML and 

Big Data 

(paper presented) 

5 Gaurav 

 

 MLISc 

 

Department 

of Library 

and 

Information 

Science, 

University of 

Delhi 

 

Managing Hybrid Libraries for 

Efficient Library Services in India: 

Emerging Patterns in Information 

Availability 

(paper presented) 

6 Reeta MLISc 

 

Department 

of Library 

and 

Information 

Hybrid libraries and societal growth 



Science, 

University of 

Delhi 

 

7 Ritika & 

Ruchika  

BElEd 

BElEd 

Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya  

University of 

Delhi 

Readability as a Pedagogical Tool: 

Enhancing NCERT Books 

with Pictures and Text 

8 Meenakshi 

Kumar  

BTech IT  

 

Manipal 

University, 

Jaipur 

 

Altering traditional schooling by  

Integrating  readability  with 

curriculum  

(paper presented in absentia) 

9 Pankaj  Kumar Assistant 

Professor 

HNB 

Garhwal 

University  

Leveraging Artificial Intelligence to 

Transform Library Services and User 

Experiences 

 

10 Prof. Beena 

Antony Reji 

Prof. Pooja 

Khanna 

Professors 

 

Professor 

Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

Empowering Minds: The 

Transformative Power of Book 

Clubs in Cultivating 

Reading 

(paper presented) 

  

11 Sanjib Singha 

 

Librarian 

 

Parimal Mitra 

Smriti 

Mahavidyala

ya 

Malbazar , 

Dist- 

Jalpaiguri 

West Bengal 

 

Academic Social Media Tools and 

Sources in Education Research 

&amp; Collaboration 

12 Baldev Gulati,  

Prof Mamta 

Sharma,  

Prof  

Sadhna Jain 

Astt 

Professor  

Professor  

Professor  

Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

Empowering Inclusivity: Addressing 

Readability Challenges for Visually 

Challenged 

Learners through Hybrid Library 

Resources 

(paper presented) 

13 Khushboo 

Dikshita 

BElEd  

BElEd 

Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

From print to digital: Ensuring 

readability in Hybrid libraries with 

challenges and solutions 

(paper presented) 

14 Himanshi  

Nisha 

BElEd 

BElEd 

Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

Inclination towards movie‟s then 

literature 

(paper presented) 

15 Shabeeba N 

Noorainganaka

Research 

Scholar  

Deptt of 

Social Work 

Educating incarcerated person: 

Usage of readability as a pedagogical 



m   

 Prof Neena 

Pandey  

Supervisor University of 

Delhi 

tool 

(paper presented) 

16 Aditi Kaushik 

                     - 

Prerna Sharma  

 

BElEd  

 

BElEd 

Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

Stack to Swipe*: Innovating Library  

Spaces for 21st Century Learners  

(paper presented) 

17  Sakshi Panwar BElEd Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

Opportunities and Challenges of  

Developing  Hybrid Library 

Resources   

(paper presented) 

18 Areeba 

Hussain 

Fariya Nishat 

M.Ed Scholar 

 

M.Ed Scholar 

Department 

of 

Educational 

Studies, 

Jamia Millia 

Islamia, 

Exploring Sustainable Practices in 

School Libraries 

(paper presented) 

19 Dr Anju 

Panchal  

Non teaching 

staff / Lab 

Assistant  

Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

राष्ट्रीय शिऺा नीशि -2020 मे बहुभाषावाद 

द्वारा पठनीयिा का ववकास 

(paper presented) 

20 Neha 

Prachi 

Sonam 

 

BElEd  

BElEd  

BElEd 

 

Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

Decoding the influence of Reading  

(paper presented) 

21 Yashika 

Mansi Goyal 

BElEd  

BElEd 

Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

Readability as a pedagogical tool  

(paper presented) 

22 Prof Neenu 

Kumar 

Professor Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

Content Readability: How to make 

Content Easier to Read 

(paper presented) 

23 Dr Punita 

Gupta 

Dr Poonam 

Yadav 

Mr Pankaj 

Kumar 

Areeba 

Hussain 

,Sanjana 

,Mahima  

  

 Associate 

Prof  

Associate 

Prof  

Ex Librarian  

 

Student 

Researchers  

Aditi 

Mahavidyala

ya 

University of 

Delhi 

Reading (e)- choices of library user 

students during COVID 19 lockdown 

and post – covid:  A Gender impact 

assessment 

(paper presented) 



 

 


