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Cancer is one of the leading causes of mortality worldwide. 
According to a 2020 report by GLOBOCAN, there were about 
10.3 million deaths due to cancer and around 19.3 million new 
annual cases of cancer globally.1,2 Around 77,000 new cancer 
cases and 52,000 deaths due to cancer are recorded annually in 
India.3 In India, the anticipated total cancer cases and the rate of 
incidence for the year 2022 was found to be 14,61,427 (100.4 per 
100,000), with more female cases (7,49,251; 105.4 per 100,000) 
than male cases (95.6 per 100,000).4 The fourth prevalent type of 

cancer among these was cancer of the oral cavity and pharynx 
(1,98,438 cases), with a higher incidence in males than in 
females.4 Oral cancer or mouth cancer is any cancer that appears 
in the oral cavity, including the mouth. Oral cancer falls under 
the category of head and neck cancer. 95% of all cases of head 
and neck cancer (HNC) are caused by oral squamous cell 
carcinoma (OSCC), and in the last ten years, its frequency has 
increased by 50%.5 The anatomical area between an imagined 
coronal plane drawn from the intersection point of the soft palate 
and the hard palate, the tongue’s circumvallate papillae, and the 
lip vermillion is known as the oral cavity, and it mainly has seven 
sub-sites – hard palate, soft palate, lip, retromolar trigone, the 
floor of the mouth, alveolar, tongue.6 The incidence and mortality 
brought on by oral cancer tumors vary depending on the region 
in which it is discovered.

Due to deferred identification and lack of effective early-
detection biomarkers to detect the disease, the clinical prognosis 
of this cancer is typically poor. An early identification of the 
disease is crucial to lower the death rate of patients with oral 
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CATALYSTS OF CHANGE- WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS AND 
PATH TO INcLUSIVE GROWTH IN INDIA 

Rajeev Kaur* 
Nitu Rana ** 

1. Introduction: 

Abstract: When women or group of women initiate, manage and run the 
business enterprise, then they are termed as women entrepreneurs. India 
saw a shift on the economic front when women realized their potential 
and started becoming entrepreneurs and entering the job markets. When 
decided to make a mark as job making entrepreneurs a revolution started. 
MSMEs played a crucial role in inclusive industrial and entrepreneurial 
growth. Government is offering many incentives to women entrepremeurs 
but society should also support them for their endeavors. Swarnlatha K. 
and Anuradha R.K. listed the barriers as poor risk undertaking capacity 
and lack of effective leadership which prevented women entrepreneurs to 
reach pinnacle of success. Dey and Biswas were of the opinion that females 
are taking up challenging work, are ready to bear risk and have trust on 

their goals. The present study tries to provide a comprehensive overview 
of the percentage of women-owned MSMEs, examine the sectors where 

women entrepreneurs are engaged in and their geographical distribution 
across India. Through this study researchers also tried to evaluate the 

effectiveness of government policies and initiatives aimed at promoting 
women's entrepreneurship in MSMEs. Secondary data is used for analysis. 
The data collected were analyzed using appropriate statistical tools such 
as simple mean, simple percentages, charts and graphs. 
Keywords: Entrepreneurs, Growth, Financial Inclusion, Policies. 

Women entrepreneurs can be defined as the 
Women or group of women initiating, managing 
and controlling the operation of a business firm. 
nda saw a shift on the economic front when 
Women realized their potential and started becoming 
entrepreneurs and entering the job markets. When 
Women decided to make a mark as job making 
entrepreneurs, a revolution was set in. Globalization 
and industrialization encouraged women to acquire Skills and education to take up those professional activities which, till then, were assumed to be 
ne domain of male in MSME's. Today, in m0St developed countries women are at par with men 

as entrepreneurs when it comes to success and 
development. MSME's are crucial for inclusive 

industrial and entrepreneurial growth because they 
cater to domestic and international markets through 
provision of a variety of goods and services. It 
lends support to existing enterprises and encourages 
the creation of new enterprises. Women constitute 
a catalyst for the development of our economy 
and micro, small and medium enterprises help to 
cultivate entrepreneurial skills and also facilitate 
distribution of income and wealth at the grassroot 

level. The potential and strength of women was 
unrecognized till recent years. But now empowering 
women is a buzzword. In this diverse economy, one 
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